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MAINS TEST (AP HISTORY & POLITY)
GRAND TEST-1
Key & Explanation

1.Ans. C

Explanation: During the Mauryan period, the village head was called Gramani and during the
Satavahana period the village head was called as Gulmika. During the Satavahana period, Gahapati
were the members of the Nigam Sabha which looked after the affairs of the town. Mardhaks are
instrumentalists.

2.Ans. D

Explanation: Cist and dolmen tombs are made of granite boulders. The stone pillar erected as a mark
of the deceased is called Menhir. While a coffin made of clay(terracotta) is sacrophagi.

3. C

4. A
5. A

Explanation : Samprati Vihara on Vaddamanu Hill near Amaravati belongs to Jain religion.
6. A

In the inscription revealed in the Gummadi Durru Stupa portion, it is mentioned that there was a
Buddhist school.

7. C

Explanation: Foreign trade not completely closed during the period of the lkshvakas. Little trade
with Rome is observed. Roman coins found in Nagarjuna hill area.

8. B

Explanation: The dilapidated Paravata Maha Chaitanyam was rebuilt by Shantisri, the younger sister
of Shanti mula.

9.D
Explanation : The Hazara Ram Temple - Hampi - was built during the Vijayanagara Empire.
10. A

Explanation: The 4th Madhava Varma is mentioned in Nachiketo Pakhyanam written by Daggupalli
Dugganna,and Prabodha Chandrodayam written by Ghantasingana - Nandi Mallanna.

11.B
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12. A
Explanation: During the time of Kubja Vishnuvardhana, Chinese traveler Huan Tsang visited Andhra desa.
13.A

Explanation: Few Vengi Chalukya kings are Jain followers. Nedumba Basadi built by Ayyana Mahadevi
(Bejawada), Katika Bharana Janalaya built in Dharmavaram (Prakasam), Jain Basadi built with Chamakamba
(Eluru); A Jain cave at Ramatirtha built by Vimaladitya. Hence statement 2 is false.

14. A
15.B
Explanation : Pancharamas were built by Chalukya Bhima I. Challava in his court.
16.B

Explanation: After the Vengi Chalukyas, the Velanati Cholas ruled from the capital Chandavol,. Kulutonga
Chola was given this title when the Chakrakuta Somesvara rebelled and suppressed by Gonka

17. A

System of Ayagars (12) who worked at the village level, existed during kakatiyas period

18. A

Explanation: Andhra Bhasha Bhushanam is said to be the first grammar book written in Telugu.
Vignaneswariyam is known as the first Dharma Shastra text in Telugu.

19. A

20.A

Explanation: The title of Veeranna vothu is related to Anapotha Reddy.

21.C

Explanation: During the period of Kakatiyas Ganapati deva, during the period of Reddy kings- Anapotha
Reddy, and during the period of Vijayanagara- Devaraya had laid inscription at Motupalli giving assurance to
traders, exporters.

22.A

It is known from the Phirangipuram inscription that the Vidyadhikari of Pedakomati Vemareddy's court was
Srinatha. Firangipuram is located in Guntur district

23.D

Explanation: People used to believe that metals can be converted into gold with chemicals. Rituals like
Veerapuja , prostitute system and Sati are seen.

24.D

Explanation : Joint authors Nandi Mallaiah and Ghanta Singhana wrote Varaha Purana
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Devaraya Il wrote Mahanataka Sudhanidhi (in Sanskrit).
25.A

Explanation: During the Vijayanagara period, the Sthala was smaller unit than Seema. Kavalidaru maintained
Law and order at the level of sthala.

26.C

Explanation: Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Araveeti clans ruled the Vijayanagara Empire. Anantaraju, who was
a feudatory king to Araveeti dynasty, constructed steps to the Tirumala Hill and built the temple of
Govindarajula Swamy. Tirupati region merged with Andhra Pradesh as per Pataskar award

27.C

28.B

Explanation : Lakuma Devi - Kumara Girireddy

29.C

30.A

Explanation : Undavalli Caves (Guntur),

Kondaveedu Fort (Guntur),

Bhairavakona (Prakasam)

Lepakshi (Sri Sathya Sai District)

31.LA

32.A

33.A

Gopatippaya's books - Taladeepika, Kavyalankara Kamadhenu
Virupaksharayas: Narayaniyam, Unmatma Raghavam

Tenali Ramalinga: Udbhataradya charitra, Ghatikachala mahatya, Panduranga mahatya
34.A

35.D

Explanation : Tirumala Raya wrote commentary on Jayadeva's Gita Govinda. Vasucharita was written by
Ramaraja Bhushana . By 1424 AD, the Kondaveedu Reddy kingdom, with the invasions of the Devaraya II,
came to an end.

36.D

Explanation: The Dutch established settlements in Gandavaram, Gollapalem, Jagannayakapuram, Palakollu,
Bhimunipatnam, Narsapuram, Machilipatnam, Petapalem and Nizampatnam.

37.C
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Explanation: In 1608 mthe Dutch built settlements in Machilipatnam, Petapale and Nizam patnam.
38.D
Vinukonda - Famous for metal industry. Adoni is famous for its colored rugs/ blankets

39. Ans: D
Expl : Pundla Ramakrishnaiah printed many ancient scriptures through Amudritha Grandha
Chintamani.

40.B

Explanation: The British did not get power over Guntur after the Treaty of Kondapalli. After the death of Basalat
Jang in 1788, the Sarkar of Guntur was handed over to the British.

41.B

Explanation : Voice of Truth - Desi Raju Peda Bapaiah
Kokkonda Venkataratnam has the title - Maha Mahopadhyaya.
42.C

43. A

Explanation: The effect of Sepoy Mutiny (1857) on Andhra appears to be very limited. Rebellion can be
observed under the leadership of Radhakrishna Dandasena in Parlakimidi (Ganjam), Peer Saheb in Kadapa and
Korukonda Subbareddy in Erranna Gudem. Visakhapatnam was to be renamed as Muhammad nagar . The
British treasury was looted in Jaggaiyapet.

44. A

Explanation: According to the agreement with the Nizam in 1766, the Uttara Sarkars,except Guntur came under
the control of the British East India Company. After the death of Basalt Jung in 1788, Guntur Sarkar came under
British control. By 1800, Datta mandals and by 1801, Chittoor and Nellore also came under their control.

45. A

Explanation: The Bill for the formation of Andhra State from Madras State was introduced in the Parliament of
India on 10 August 1953.

46. A

Explanation: The Kailasnath Wanchoo Committee mentioned that a special committee will be formed to decide
which areas of Bellary district belong to Andhra. As per this recommendation L.N.Mishra Committee was
constituted. As per the recommendations of this L.N.Mishra Committee, Aluru and Adoni talukas of Bellary
district were merged in to Andhra State and later were merged with Kurnool.Rayadurgam taluka merged in
Anantapuram district. Apart from these taluks, the entire Bellary region merged to Mysore State.

47.B

Explanation: The battle of Padmanabha took place on July 9-10, 1794. Ananda Gajapati died of cancer after the
battle of Kondur. There were differences between Minor son Chinna Vijayaramaraj and his brother(relation)
Sitaramaraj. Vijaya Ramaraja died in battle with the British as the British supported Sitaramaraj.
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48. A
Explanation: Guntur drought is also known as Dokkala drought and Nandana drought, occurred in 1832-33.

The population of Guntur was 5 lakhs approximately in 1832-33 .It is known that 2 lakhs i.e. 40% of the
population died.

49.D
50.A

Explanation : In 1892, Bruce Foote conducted research in 'Billa Sargam' caves of Kurnool district. Animal
skeletal remains mainly belonging to the Northern Palaeolithic age have been exposed here. Research was done
on and a report was prepared on 1914-16. The report was of great use to later researchers. He himself conducted
research on the banks of Penna River in Nellore district and identified 28 quartz tools. He also conducted
research in Anantapur, Kadapa and Prakasam districts and revealed the remains of the Paleolithic age. He also
found an ancient stone ax at Vaddamanu in Guntur district. At Gundluru near Sattinapally, 8 cave houses were
found.

51.D

Explanation: The Deccan Plateau is much older than the Himalayas. It can be observed that the climate here is
suitable for '"human habitation' and the stone found here can easily be used to make weapons.

52.A
Explanation : Chilakamarti lakshmi narasimham - Bharata Khandambu chakkti Padiyau
53.A
54.A

Explanation : Trinakankanam, Krishna Kamala, Swapna Kumaram, Andhravali, Jadakuchulu - Rayaprolu
Subbarao.

Gabbilam, Swapnavedhi, Kandishikudu, Mumtaz Mahal, Firadowsi - Gurram Joshua.

Veyi padagalu, srungara veedi, Ramayana Kalpavriksha - Viswanatha Satyannarayana.

55.B

Explanation : Sadar Fauz Dar Adalat - Settlement of criminal cases

Civil Adalat - Settlement of civil cases

56.D

Explanation : Vithantu punarvivaha sangrahanam - Written by Paravastu Venkata Rangacharya.

57.C
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Explanation: Elections were held in 1920 under the Montague reforms of 1919. Congress party boycotted this
election. Justice Party won 63 seats out of total 98 seats in this election. C.N. Modaliyar, T.M. Nair, P.
Thyagaraya Shetty Founder of Justice Party.

58.A

Explanation: Kusuma Dharmanna and Kusuma Venkataramaiah were the organizers and Venkataramaiah was
the president of this meeting. It was resolved and requested for reservation to Dalits in education, employment
and politics.

59.B
Explanation: During the Swadeshi movement Bala Bharati Samithi was formed

Explanation : Bala Bharati Samiti was formed in Rajahmundry on February 11, 1907 with Ganti Lakshmanna,
Tanguturu Sriramulu, Kanchumurthi Ramachandra Rao and Chilukuri Veerabhadra Rao as members. This
samiti Organized the meeting in Rajahmundry addressed by the Bipin Chandrapal .

60. D
Chintapalli was the first police station looted by Rama Raju
Virayya Dora was a key figure in the army. Veeraya Dora is a resident of Koyagudem area.

Alluri established his residence at Chikkalagadda near Tandava river. Under pressure from the British, it was
shifted from Chikkalagadda to Paidiputta near Narsipatnam.

61.A
62.B

Explanation: Germany invaded Russia in 1941 under the name of Operation Barbarossa. As a result, the
communists who were following Russia, joined the British side and declared their support to the British.

63.D

Explanation : Formation of Munagala Rythu Sangam - Bacchala Jagannatha Das

Formation of Zamin Rythu Sangam - Kodati Venkata Narasimha Rao

Victory of Kaluvakova Satyagraha - Nanduri Prasada Rao took up this movement against the Zamindar.
Brahmaiah Award was announced in 1939.

64. A

1) Rampa Revolution (1922 — 24)

2) Simon Commission visit to Andhra (1928)

3) Chirala— Perala Movement (1921 April 25)

4) Tenali Bomb Case (6 April 1909)

65.C
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Explanation: The Tenali bomb case happened during the Vande Matara movement. Chukkapalli Ramaiah, Lakka
Raju Basavaiah and Katamaraju Venkatarayudu were arrested. As a result, Tanguturi Prakasam Pantulu argued
to free them.

66. A

1) Establishment of Andhra University (1926 April 26)

2) Formation of a separate Andhra Congress branch (January 22, 1918)
3) First Andhra Mahasabha Conference (May 20, 1913)

4) Treaty of Sri Bhag (November 16, 1937)

67.. A

Explanation: C. Rajagopalachari tried to connect the Krishna - Penna rivers and tried to provide fresh water to
the city of Madras. The Khosla Committee (water resources expert committee) was formed and opposed this.

Among the recommendations of the Wanthoo Committee, it was mentioned that a special committee would be
constituted for Bellary. L.N. Mishra Committee was formed. It recommended that Rayadurgam and Aluru
Adoni located in Bellary should belong to Andhra and the remaining area should belong to Mysore state.

68. A
69.B

Explanation: During the Non-Cooperation Movement, the Pedandipadu Satyagraha, chirala-Perala Movement
and Palnadu Pullari Satyagraha took place in Andhra.

Rajahmundry College Incident, Kakinada Bomb Case & Kotappakonda Incident and Tenali Bomb Case
happened in Andhra during Vande Matara Movement.

Kakinada bomb case happened in Andhra during civil disobedience period.
70. A

Explanation : The cabinet will consist of members in proportion of 60 : 40 percent for Andhra and Telangana
respectively out of 40% of Telangana ministers one will be muslim minister.

71. A

Explanation: Andhra State was formed on October 1, 1953 with Kurnool as its capital. In the Fazal Ali
Commission, there is no mention of forming a state with the Telugu regions separated from Madras.

72.B

The first Visalandhra Mahasabha meeting was held in Hyderabad under the chairmanship of Hayagrivachari
73. A

1) Implementation of Eight Point Formula (April 11, 1969)

2) Implementation of 6 point formula (October 1, 1973)
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3) Establishment of Legislative Council in Andhra Pradesh for the first time (1957)
4) Appointment of Sri Krishna Committee (February 3, 2010)
74. A

Explanation: Andhra pcc secretary Kala Venkatarao has drafted it. As per the instructions of Pattabhi
Seetharamaiah, the procedures have been formulated in this circular.

75.B
Explanation : Kollai Gatti thenemi.....- Basavaraja Apparao
Cheyathi jai kottu thelugoda......- Vemulapalli Srikrishna

Polity
76. D

The Constituent Assembly was formed on November 1946 under the proposals suggested by the
Cabinet Mission Plan. The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly was held on December 9, 1946.
The Muslim League boycotted the meeting and stressed the demand for a separate Pakistan.
Therefore only 211 members participated in the meeting.

Like France, the senior most member of this assembly, Dr. Sachchidanand Sinha, was elected the
temporary president of the assembly. Later, on December 11, 1946, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and H.C.
Mukherjee was elected the President and Deputy President of the Constituent Assembly respectively.
Sir B.N. Rai was appointed the Constitutional Advisor of the Assembly.

77.B

Article 360 of the Indian Constitution provides for the proclamation of a financial emergency in India.
It grants the President of India the power to declare a state of financial emergency if he/she is satisfied
that the financial stability or credit of the nation is threatened.

President Can Direct:

The reduction of salaries and allowances of all or any class of persons serving the state or union and
the judges of the Supreme Court and High Court.

Reservation of all money bills or other financial bills for the consideration of the President after they
are passed by the state legislatures.

78. B

Benegal Narsing Rau (B.N Rau) observed that " Directive Principles are in the nature of moral
precepts for the state authorities and are open to facile criticism that the constitution is not the place
for moral precepts. But they have an educative value and most modern constitutions lay down general
principles of this kind.

Benegal Narsing Rau was the Constitutional Advisor to Constituent Assembly

79. A

The Business Advisory Committee is a committee relating to the day to day business of the house.
This committee regulates the programme and timetable of the House. It allocates time for the
transaction of legislative and other business brought before the House by the government.

The Lok Sabha committee consists of 15 members, including the Speaker as its chairman. In the
Rajya Sabha, it has 11 members, including the Chairman of Rajya Sabha as its ex officio chairman.
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The Committee, on its own initiative, may also recommend to the Government to bring forward
particular subjects for discussion in the House and recommend allocation of time for such discussions.
The decisions reached by the Committee are always unanimous in character and representative of
the collective view of the House.

80. D

Dr. Rajendra Prasad was unanimously elected the permanent President of the Assembly on 11th
December 1946 under temporary chairmanship of Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha.

The Objective Resolution was adopted on January 22, 1947.
The National Flag was adopted on July 22, 1947.
Ratification of India’s membership of the Commonwealth was done in May, 1949.

81. B

Judicial activism denotes the judiciary’s assertive stance in protecting citizens ’rights and promoting
justice. The judges actively trespass into the domain of lawmaking and administration.It involves the
judiciary taking an active and assertive approach to interpret and enforce the law, even if it means
compelling the other branches of government to fulfil their constitutional duties. Judicial activism is
characterised by a strong commitment to upholding fundamental rights and ensuring that justice
prevails in society, often through landmark judgements and interventions.

82. A

One third of the seats in all panchayat institutions are reserved for women. Reservations for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are also provided for at all the three levels, in proportion to
their population. If the States find it necessary, they can also provide for reservations for the other
backward classes (OBCs).

Twenty-nine subjects, which were earlier in the State list of subjects, are identified and listed in the
Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution. These subjects are to be transferred to the Panchayati Raj
institutions. These subjects were mostly linked to development and welfare functions at the local level.
The actual transfer of these functions depends upon the State legislation. Each State decides how
many of these twenty-nine subjects would be transferred to the local bodies.

The state government is required to appoint a state election commissioner who would be responsible
for conducting elections to the panchayats raj institutions.earlier this task was performed by state
administration which was under the control of state government.now the office of state election
commissioner is autonomous like the election commissioner of India.

83.C

“Electoral bonds” are interest-free bearer instruments (like Promissory Notes) that are available for
purchase from the State Bank of India within a designated window of 10 days in every quarter of the
financial year. Buyers of the bonds have to submit full KYC details at the time of buying. However,
the beneficiary political party is not required to reveal the identity of the entity that has given it the
bonds.

Electoral Bonds can be purchased by a person, who is a citizen of India or a company incorporated
or established in India.

Only the political parties registered under section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951
(43 of 1951) and which secured not less than one percent of the votes polled in the last general
election to the House of the People or a Legislative Assembly are eligible to receive electoral bonds.
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84.C

Evaluating states' performance in forest conservation is a crucial aspect of the Finance Commission's
role. They often link grant allocations to certain performance indicators, such as forest cover area,
forest quality, and implementation of conservation plans. This incentivises states to prioritise
sustainable forest management practices and ensure efficient utilization of allocated funds.

85. B

Recently, a National Conference was organized to commemorate the 25th year of enactment of the
Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act or PESA Act, 1996.

Article 243M exempts the Fifth Schedule areas from Part IX (Provision of Panchayati Raj) of the
Constitution but the Parliament is empowered to extend its provisions to the Scheduled and Tribal
Areas by law without it being considered as an amendment to the Constitution.

Based on the recommendations of the Dileep Singh Bhuria Committee, PESA Act was enacted in
1996 for tribal empowerment and to bring them into the mainstream.

PESA Act is called a ‘Constitution within the Constitution ’as it extends the Part IX of the Constitution
to the Fifth Schedule areas of 10 States under clause (1) of the Article 244 with certain modifications
and exceptions.

* Most of the North eastern states under Sixth Schedule Areas (where autonomous councils exist)
are not covered by PESA, as these states have their own Autonomous councils for governance.The
10 states: Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan and Telangana.

Promoting institutions of Local Self Governance and participatory democracy, all the State
Panchayati Raj Acts for Fifth Schedule areas have the following salient features:

All State Legislation on Panchayats shall be in conformity with the customary law, social and
religious practices and traditional management practices of community resources.

Every village has a separate Gram Sabha consisting of persons whose names are included in the
electoral rolls for the Panchayat at the village level.

Every Gram Sabha to safeguard and preserve the traditions and customs of people, their cultural
identity, community resources, and the customary mode of dispute resolution.

*

86. B
Balwant Rai Mehta committee 1957

* To examine the working of the Community Development Programme (1952) and the National
Extension Service (1953).

* Establishment of an organically linked three-tier panchayati raj system through a device of indirect
elections.

* Village panchayat — constituted with directly elected representatives
*Chairman of the zilla parishad — District collector
Ashok Mehta committee 1977

Three-tier system of panchayati raj should be replaced by the two-tier system — zilla parishad and
mandal panchayat (consisting of a group of villages with a total population of 15,000 to 20,000)

District as first point for decentralisation under popular supervision below the state level.

G V K Rao committee 1985 —Committee to review the existing “Administrative Arrangements for Rural
Development and Poverty Alleviation Programmes”.
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Zilla Parishad (District level body ) should be of pivotal importance in the scheme of democratic
decentralisation.

L M Singhvi committee 1986 —Committee to prepare a concept paper on ‘Revitalisation of Panchayati
Raj Institutions for Democracy and Development’.Constitutional recognition to PRI with addition of
new chapter in the Constitution of India.

87. D

The Constitution establishes the parliamentary system not only at the Centre but also in the states.
The features of parliamentary government in India are:

(a) Presence of nominal and real executives;

(b) Majority party rule,

(c) Collective responsibility of the executive to the legislature,
(d) Membership of the ministers in the legislature,

(e) Leadership of the prime minister or the chief minister,

(f) Dissolution of the lower House (Lok Sabha or Assembly).

N N N N

88. B
The Indian constitution borrows heavily from the constitution of other nations.

Suppose if the constituent assembly of India consisted of British administrators and only members of
princely states, we wouldn’t have acknowledged the framing of the constitution as just and
democratic. Democracies can decide to vest greater or lesser power in its federal units; its only a
matter of political structure. A democracy need not be secular, for e.g. Pakistan.

89.B

The MPLAD Scheme funds can be used for various development works recommended by MPs,
including creating durable community assets and improving the quality of life of their constituents.
The government provides a list of eligible projects under the scheme, but it's not limited to those
specific projects. MPs can recommend projects based on local needs, as long as they meet the
scheme's guidelines and eligibility criteria.

The E-SAKSHI mobile app aims to enhance transparency and accessibility in the MPLAD Scheme
implementation by capturing the entire fund allocation cycle. MPs can use the app to recommend and
monitor projects, track fund utilization, and receive updates on work progress and beneficiary details.
The app's objective aligns with the government's broader efforts to digitise public services and
promote citizen engagement in development initiatives.

90.D

The Ninth Schedule was added by the 1st Constitution Amendment Act of 1951 which was enacted
during the prime ministership of Jawaharlal Nehru.

Features of the 1st Constitution Amendment Act of 1951 :
1. It provided for the saving of laws providing for acquisition of estates, etc (Article 31A).

2. It empowered the state to make special provisions for the advancement of socially and
economically backward classes (Article 15).

It added the Ninth Schedule to protect the land reforms and other laws included in it from judicial
review.
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91. D

The term "minority character" in the context of educational institutions in India does not refer to the
number of students from minority communities. Rather, it refers to the status of an institution that has
been established and managed by a religious or linguistic minority community, as defined in the
Constitution of India. It relates to the unique cultural and educational identity of institutions belonging
to linguistic or religious minorities.

The primary objective of granting minority character status to educational institutions under the
Constitution of India is not to ensure equal representation of all communities. Instead, it aims to
preserve and promote the distinct language, script, or culture of the minorities.

If a college has been granted minority character status, the responsibility for determining and
preserving this status typically lies with the National Commission for Minorities, not the University
Grants Commission (UGC).

92. D
Money Bills: Article 110 of the Constitution deals with the definition of money bills.

It states that a bill is deemed to be a money bill if it contains ‘only ’provisions dealing with all or any
of the following matters:

* The imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of any tax;
* The regulation of the borrowing of money by the Union government;

* The custody of the Consolidated Fund of India or the contingency fund of India, the payment of
moneys into or the withdrawal of money from any such fund;

* The appropriation of money out of the Consolidated Fund of India;

* Declaration of any expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund of India or increasing the amount
of any such expenditure.

* The receipt of money on account of the Consolidated Fund of India or the public account of India or
the custody or issue of such money, or the audit of the accounts of the Union or of a state; or

* Any matter incidental to any of the matters specified above.

However, a bill is not to be deemed to be a money bill by reason only that it provides for:
* the imposition of fines or other pecuniary penalties

* the demand or payment of fees for licenses or fees for services rendered; or

* the imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of any tax by any local authority or body
for local purposes.

* If any question arises whether a bill is a money bill or not, the decision of the Speaker of the
LokSabha is final.His decision in this regard cannot be questioned in any court of law or in the either
House of Parliament or even the President.

* When a money bill is transmitted to the Rajya Sabha for recommendation and presented to the
president for assent, the Speaker endorses it as a money bill.

* Finally, when a money bill is presented to the president, he may either give his assent to the bill or
withhold his assent to the bill but cannot return the bill for reconsideration of the House.

93.D

Article 356 of the Constitution of India is based on Section 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935.
According to Article 356, President's Rule can be imposed on any state of India on the grounds of the
failure of the constitutional machinery.

The Supreme Court in the S.R.Bommai vs Union of India case held that Presidential proclamation
under Article 356 is not absolute and the power conferred by Article 356 on the President is
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conditioned power. The Supreme Court held that the presidential proclamation is not immune from
judicial review.

A proclamation of the President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent
proclamation. Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval.

Article 356 was used for the first time in 1954. It has also been used in the state of Patiala and East
Punjab States Union (PEPSU) and then during Vimochana samara to dismiss the democratically
elected Communist state government of Kerala on 31 July 1959.

94. C

As per Article 75 of the Constitution the Prime Minister shall be appointed by the President and the
other Ministers shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister.

The ministers shall hold office at the pleasure of the President. As the ministers hold office during the
pleasure of the President they shall be liable to dismissal even when they have the confidence of the
Legislature.

95. D

The various functions performed and activities undertaken by the Indian Parliamentary Group are as
follows:

*To encourage bilateral relations, the group constitutes parliamentary friendship groups with other
countries in the Parliament.

*The Group acts as a link between the Parliament of India and the various parliaments of the world.
This link is maintained through the exchange of delegations, goodwill missions, correspondence,
documents, etc., with foreign parliaments.

# The group functions as the national group of the Inter Parliamentary Union.

An uninterrupted flow of information to members regarding the activities of the group is maintained
through the Indian Parliamentary Group Newsletter brought out every quarter. It is sent regularly to
all members of the group, including associate members.

96.B

Fourth Schedule Deals with the Allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha (the Upper House of
Parliament) to the State and Union Territory.

Third schedule deals with Forms of oaths and Affirmations for- Union Ministers of India , Parliament
Election Candidates ,Members of Parliament (MPs) ,Supreme Court Judges , Comptroller and Auditor
General , State Ministers ,State Legislature Elections Candidates ,State Legislature Members, High
Court Judges .

Eight schedule deals with the Languages recognised in the Constitution. There are 22 official
languages recognized by the Indian Constitution .

Ninth schedule deals with the state acts and regulations that deal with land reforms and abolition of
the zamindari system. It also deals with the acts and regulations of the Parliament dealing with other
matters.

97. D

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi will address PM SVANidhi Beneficiaries at Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in Delhi today (March 14, 2024). The PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi)
is a micro-credit scheme started by the central government that provides affordable working capital
loans to street vendors.
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched the scheme on June 1, 2020 to support
marginalised street vendors during the COVID-19 pandemic. To be eligible for the scheme, street
vendors must have been operating their business for at least one year before March 24, 2020 and
have valid ID proof. The scheme is only available to beneficiaries from states and union territories
that have notified rules and schemes under the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014.

98.B

The Rajya Sabha (first constituted in 1952) is a continuing chamber, that is, it is a permanent body
and not subject to dissolution. However, one-third of its members retire every second year. Their
seats are filled up by fresh elections and presidential nominations at the beginning of every third year.

The retiring members are eligible for re-election and renomination any number of times.The
Constitution has not fixed the term of office of members of the Rajya Sabha and left it to the
Parliament. Accordingly, the Parliament in the Representation of the People Act (1951) provided that
the term of office of a member of the Rajya Sabha shall be six years.

The act also empowered the president of India to curtail the term of members chosen in the first Rajya
Sabha.

99.B
Doctrine of promissory estoppel

It is a doctrine in contract law which enforces a promise whether executed as a contract or not.The
doctrine seeks to protect the rights of a promisee or aggrieved party against the promisor.

100.D

The Kerala government has approached the Supreme Court against Governor referring seven Bills
passed by the state legislature to the President.The President withheld assent to four of them “without
giving any reason”, terming their actions “manifestly arbitrary”.

When a bill is sent to the governor after it is passed by state legislature, he/she can:
1.Give his/ her assent to the bill, or

2.Withhold his/ her assent to the bill, or

3.Return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration of the state legislature.

However, if the bill is passed again by the state legislature with or without amendments, the governor
has to give his/ her assent to the bill, or Reserve the bill for the consideration of the President. The
governor can also reserve the bill if it is of the following nature:

1.Ultra-vires, that is, against the provisions of the Constitution.

2.0Opposed to the Directive Principles of State Policy.

3.Against the larger interest of the country.

4.0f grave national importance.

5.Dealing with compulsory acquisition of property under Article 31A of the Constitution.

101. B
In Berubari Case(1960) Supreme Court opined that the Preamble is not a part of the Constitution.
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It was Kesavananda Bharati Case( 1973) in which the Supreme Court admitted Preamble to be part
of the Constitution.

102. B

In case of matters regarding the enlargement of the jurisdiction of the State Public Service
Commission, the Council enjoys equal powers with the State Legislative Assembly.

In case the Constitutional Amendment seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it
requires ratification by half of the state legislatures with a simple majority. The Council does not have
much role to play here, it is the will of the assembly that prevails.

There is no provision of joint sitting in case of disagreement between the two houses of the state
legislature. The council has only a dilatory role here. It can delay the passage of the bill for three
months in the first instance and for one month in the second instance. Ultimately, it is the will of the
Assembly that prevails.

The legislative council can only discuss budget but can not vote on demand for grants.Even in case
of ordinary bill final power of passing the bill lies with the assembly.Council can delay the bill maximum
by four months.

103.B

Recently, the Calcutta High Court ruled that discriminating between contractual and permanent
employees regarding maternity leave eligibility is impermissible as it infringes upon Article 14 and the
Maternity Benefit Act 1961. The Maternity Benefit Act of 1961 is an act that regulates the employment
of women in certain establishments before and after childbirth. The Act states that every woman is
entitled to maternity benefits, which are paid at the rate of the average daily wage for the period of
her actual absence. The Act applies to mines, factories, circus, industry, plantation and shops and
establishments employing ten or more persons, except employees covered under the Employees
State Insurance act, 1948. It mandated six weeks' leave post-delivery or miscarriage, with paid
maternity leave capped at twelve weeks. Women were required to have worked for at least 160 days
in the preceding 12 months in the establishment to qualify for maternity benefits.

Maternity Benefits (Amendment) Act 2017:The amendment extended maternity leave to 26 weeks
after childbirth, applicable solely to biological mothers. It introduced provisions for adoptive or
surrogate mothers, granting them 12 weeks of maternity benefit from the child's handover date.

104.A

Competitive Federalism professes a vertical relationship between the States and the Central
government while states compete among themselves.

Cooperative Federalism signifies a horizontal relationship between the Centre and the State. This
means the two entities cooperate and tackle shared issues to serve the larger public interest.

Cooperative and Competitive Federalism in India:

Cooperative and Competitive Federalism, though seem to be at loggerheads, aims towards the
common objective of economic growth and welfare of the nation in an equal and equitable manner.
When our Constitution was first created, it only comprised the notion of cooperative federalism
through mechanisms like the Inter-state council, Zonal council, and 7th schedule.

105.B
The Anuradha Bhasin judgment emphasised that government-imposed restrictions on
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internet access must be limited, lawful, necessary, and proportionate. It recognized the constitutional
impact of internet shutdowns on the right to free speech and expression, as well as the freedom to
practice any business or occupation over the medium of the internet, under Article 19 of the Indian
Constitution.

106.D

Prior to initiating a dispute in any court, any party involved in the dispute has the option to submit an
application to the Permanent Lok Adalat for resolving the matter. After an application is made to the
Permanent Lok Adalat, no party to that application shall invoke the jurisdiction of any court for the
same dispute.

‘Lok Adalat’, established by the government, settles disputes through conciliation and compromise.
The First ‘Lok Adalat 'was held in Chennai in 1986. “Lok Adalat” handles cases that are eligible for
settlement through conciliation and compromise and are currently pending in the regular courts within
their jurisdiction.

Lok Adalat is a recognised alternative mechanism for resolving disputes. The Legal Services
Authorities Act of 1987 has conferred statutory recognition upon Lok Adalats. According to this Act,
the decisions made by Lok Adalats are considered equivalent to civil court decrees, and they are
conclusive and binding on all parties involved. Furthermore, no legal recourse or appeal can be
pursued in any court against such an award.

107.B

Prime Minister of India launched PM Surya GharMuft Bijli Yojana to provide free electricity to its
beneficiaries. In this scheme, the central government will provide 300 units of free electricity per
month to its beneficiaries by investing worth ¥75,000 crores.

The free electricity scheme was earlier announced by the Finance Minister in an interim budget
speech. It aims to light up 1 crore households.

Under the scheme Urban Local Bodies and Panchayats shall be incentivised to promote rooftop solar
systems in their jurisdictions. The Central Government will guarantee no financial burden on the
people by providing significant subsidies directly to their bank accounts and offering highly
concessional bank loans.

108. A
Article 20(3) provides that No person accused of any offence shall be compelled to be a withess
against himself.

Article 20(2) provides that No person shall be prosecuted and punished for the same offence more
than once.

Article 22(1) provides that No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being
informed, as soon as may be, of the grounds for such arrest nor shall he be denied the right to consult,
and to be defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice.

109.D

The 42nd Amendment Act, 1976 added a Chapter IV-A which consisted of only one Article 51-A which
dealt with a Code of Ten Fundamental Duties for citizens. Later 11th fundamental duty was added by
the 86th amendment act.
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Following two are part of fundamental duties.

51A(c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

51A(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of the country’s composite culture.
Casting vote is not part of fundamental duties but it is a constitutional right in India.

110.C

The date of election of the Speaker is fixed by the President. The Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha
from amongst its members, whenever the office of the Speaker falls vacant.

He can be removed by the Lok Sabha only by a resolution passed by the Lok Sabha by an effective
majority but, a resolution to remove the Speaker of Lok Sabha can be moved only after giving 14
days advance notice.

When a resolution for the removal of the Speaker is under consideration of the House, he cannot
preside at the sitting of the House, though he can join the sitting of the House and vote at first instant.
The Speaker does not vacate immediately after Lok Sabha gets dissolved and occupies his office till
the newly elected Lok Sabha meets.

111. A

Originally, the Constitution of India did not make any provision with respect to the Special Officer for
Linguistic Minorities. Later, the States Reorganisation Commission (1953-55) made a
recommendation in this regard. Accordingly, the Seventh Constitutional Amendment Act of 1956
inserted a new Article 350-B in Part XVII of the Constitution.This article contains the following
provisions:

# There should be a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities. He is to be appointed by the President
of India.

# It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters only relating to the safeguards
provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution.

He would report to the President upon those matters at such intervals as the President may direct.
The President should place all such reports before each House of Parliament and send to the
governments of the states concerned.

112.B

Unlike the question hour, the zero hour is not mentioned in the Rules of Procedure.Thus it is an
informal device available to the members of the Parliament to raise matters without any prior
notice.The zero hour starts immediately after the question hour and lasts until the agenda for the day
(ie, regular business of the House) is taken up.In other words, the time gap between the question
hour and the agenda is known as zero hour.lt is an Indian innovation in the field of parliamentary
procedures and has been in existence since

1962.

113.C
Original Jurisdiction of High Courts: Legal Insights and Boundaries (Article 225)
Original Jurisdiction

Original jurisdiction entails power of HC to hear disputes in the first instance (applicant can directly
go to the HC) not by the way of appeal.
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It is mostly applicable for cases related to the election disputes of State Legislative Assembly and
parliament, marriages, enforcement of Fundamental Rights (Art.226), revenue matters, contempt of
court and transfer cases from other courts.

The four HC (Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and Delhi) have original civil jurisdiction in cases of higher
value.

114. B

The Eleventh Schedule contains the 29 functional items placed within the purview of panchayats.
Some of them are:

e Agriculture, including agricultural extension

¢ Animal husbandry, dairying and poultry

e Social forestry and farm forestry

e Minor forest produce

e Khadi, village and cottage industries

e Rural housing

e Drinking water

¢ Rural electrification, including distribution of electricity

e Poverty alleviation programme

e Education, including primary and secondary schools

¢ Public distribution system

e Women and child development

¢ Health and sanitation

Regulation of slaughterhouses and tanneries and Slum improvement and up-gradation are kept within
the purview of municipalities under the Twelfth Schedule of the Constitution.

115.B

Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution?

The Fifth Schedule of the Indian constitution deals with provisions related to the Administration and
control of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes.

The Governor is empowered to make regulations for the peace and good government of a Scheduled
Area after consulting the Tribes Advisory Council. Such regulations may

¢ Prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by or among members of the Scheduled Tribes in such Areas.
¢ Regulate the allotment of land to members of the Scheduled Tribes in such Areas.

e Regulate the carrying on of business as money-lender by persons who lend money to members of
the Scheduled Tribes in such Areas.

116.D

As per the Chief Election Commissioner and other Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, the Chief Election Commissioner and the
Election Commissioners are appointed by the President of India on the recommendation of a three-
membered Selection Committee consisting of:The Prime Minister of India,A Union Minister nominated
by the Prime Minister and The Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha

A Search Committee headed by the Cabinet Secretary suggests five names to the Selection
Committee. The Selection Committee is not bound to these name suggestions and may consider any
person other than those suggested by the Search Committee. It is to be noted that the process of
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and the Election Commissioners has changed
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recently in 2023. Before this, they were appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Union CoM.

Originally established in 1950 with a single Chief Election Commissioner, the Commission
transitioned to a three-member body in 1989, only to revert to a single Commissioner temporarily
before reinstating the three-member structure in 1993.

117.B

It is a convention followed by Parliament it is not mentioned in the constitution and also not mentioned
in the rules of the house nor in parliamentary statute.

Every political party whether ruling and opposition has only in the Parliament he is appointed by the
political party to serve as an assistant floor leader. He is charged with the responsibility of ensuring
attendance of the party members in large numbers and securing the support in favour of the party.

118. A
Public Accounts Committee

This committee was set up first in 1921 under the provisions of the Government of India Act of 1919
and has since been in existence.At present, it consists of 22 members (15 from the Lok Sabha and 7
from the Rajya Sabha).

The members are elected by the Parliament every year from amongst its members according to the
principle of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote.The term of office of
the members is one year.A minister cannot be elected as a member of the committee.The chairman
of the committee is appointed from amongst its members by the Speaker.

The function of the committee is to examine the annual audit reports of the Comptroller and
AuditorGeneral of India (CAG), which are laid before the Parliament by the President. The CAG
submits three audit reports to the President, namely, audit report on appropriation accounts, audit
report on finance accounts and audit report on public undertakings.

The committee examines public expenditure not only from legal and formal point of view to discover
technical irregularities but also from the point of view of economy, prudence, wisdom and propriety to
bring out the cases of waste, loss, corruption, extravagance, inefficiency and nugatory expenses.the
CAG acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the committee.

119.D
Curative Petition

Curative jurisdiction is a rare remedy evolved by a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 2002
in the Ashok Hurra Vs Rupa Hurra case.

It is a final remedy to reconsider dismissed review petitions.
The Supreme Court could entertain a curative petition under the following grounds:
1. Violation of principles of natural justice
2. Question of bias against the presiding judge
3. Abuse of the process of the court
Curative petition can be filed in the Supreme Court by elucidating the scope of:
1. The curative nature of power conferred on the Supreme Court under Article 142.
2. The power to review judgment pronounced or order made by the Supreme Court under Article 137.
The following Curative Petition cases were
1. National Commission for Women v Bhaskar Lal Sharma, 2013.
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2. Navneet Kaur v State of NCT of Delhi, 2014.
3. Yakub Abdul Razak Memon v State of Maharashtra, 2015.

120.D

The provisions of Part IX of the constitution relating to the Panchayats are not applicable to the Fifth
Schedule areas. However, the Parliament may extend these provisions to such areas, subject to such
exceptions and modifications as it may specify. Under this provision, the Parliament has enacted the
“Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act”, 1996, popularly known as
the PESA Act or the Extension Act.

According to the provisions, every Gram Sabha shall (i) approve of the plans, programmes and
projects for social and economic development before they are taken up for implementation by the
Panchayat at the village level; and (ii) be responsible for the identification of beneficiaries under the
poverty alleviation and other programmes.

The Gram Sabha or the Panchayats at the appropriate level shall be consulted before making the
acquisition of land in the Scheduled Areas for development projects and before resettling or
rehabilitating persons affected by such projects in the Scheduled Areas. However, the actual planning
and implementation of the projects in the Scheduled Areas shall be coordinated at the state level.
The reservation of seats in the Scheduled Areas in every Panchayat shall be in proportion to the
population of the communities for whom reservation is sought to be given under Part IX of the
Constitution. However, the reservation for the Scheduled Tribes shall not be less than one-half of the
total number of seats. Further, all seats of Chairpersons of Panchayats at all levels shall be reserved
for the Scheduled Tribes.

121. D

The Central Council of Local Government was set up in 1954. It was constituted under Article 263 of
the Constitution of India by an order of the President of India. Originally, it was known as the Central
Council of Local Self-Government. The Council is an advisory body. It consists of the Minister for
Urban Development in the Government of India and the ministers for local self-government in states.
The Union minister acts as the Chairman of the Council.

Till 1958, it dealt with both urban as well as rural local governments, but after 1958 it has been dealing
with matters of urban local government only.

122.D

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes was established under Article 338-A of the
Constitution with the objective of monitoring the safeguards provided for STs under the Constitution
or other laws. The functions of the National Commission for STs include:

e To inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of the
STs.

e To suggest measures to be taken over conferring ownership rights in respect of minor forest
produce to STs living in forest areas.

e To suggest measures to be taken to ensure full implementation of the Provisions of
Panchayats(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996.

123.C

The Lokpal is a statutory body established under the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013. It acts as an
"ombudsman” and inquires into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and for
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related matters. Its jurisdiction includes the Prime Minister, Ministers, Members of Parliament, Groups
A, B, C, and D officers and officials of Central Government.

Though the jurisdiction of Lokpal extends to Ministers, it cannot inquire into anything said by Ministers
and Members of parliament in the matter of anything said in Parliament or a vote given there.
Institutions aided by the government are excluded from the jurisdiction of Lokpal. however, Institutions
that are financed fully and partly by the government are under the jurisdiction of the Lokpal.
According to Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 those entities receiving donations from foreign sources
in the context of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) in excess of Rs 10 lakhs per year
(and not all entities) are brought under the jurisdiction of Lokpal.

124. A

An exit poll is a post-election survey that is conducted immediately after people have voted and
assesses the support for political parties and their candidates. It is conducted by various survey
agencies.The first exit polls in India was conducted in 1957 during the second Lok Sabha elections
by the Indian Institute of Public Opinion. Exit poll results are very useful to the media to fill a bit of
airtime before the announcement of the results.

In February 2010, restrictions were imposed only on exit polls through the introduction of Section
126(A) in the RP Act 1951.Election Commission has powers to regulate Exit Polls.

125.D

Adjournment Motion It is introduced in the Parliament to draw attention of the House to a definite
matter of urgent public importance, and needs the support of 50 members to be admitted. As it
interrupts the normal business of the House, it is regarded as an extraordinary device. It involves an
element of censure against the government and hence Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of
this device. The discussion on an adjournment motion should last for not less than two hours and
thirty minutes.

126.A

The Zonal Councils are Statutory bodies established by the act of the Parliament. Each ZonalCouncil
is headed by the Union Home Minister, Chief Ministers of all States in the zone, Administrator of each
Union territory in the zone and two other ministers from each state in the zone.

Under Article 263 President can establish Interstate Council for smooth coordination between centre
and states. The Zonal Councils as mentioned above are statutory bodies

created by the act of the parliament.

The State Reorganisation Act, 1956 divides the Country into five zones-Northern, Western, Central,
Eastern and Southern zones. North Eastern Council Act,1971 created a separate North-Eastern
Zonal Council.

As per the act, there is no provision of a separate zone for the Union Territories.

127.D

Presiding officers of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha suspended the opposition lawmakers for
disrupting the parliamentary proceedings.

Rules MPs can be Suspended from Lok Sabha
Rule Number 373 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business says —
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The Speaker may order a member to leave the House right away if he believes that member's
behavior is egregiously unruly.If a member is given such an order to leave, they must do so right away
and miss the rest of the meeting.

Rule Number 374 says —Rule 374A allows the Speaker to automatically suspend an MP for five days
or the remaining part of the session

Rules MPs can be Suspended from Rajya Sabha:

In the Rajya Sabha, the suspension of a member is governed by Rule 256.Unlike the Lok Sabha,
the Rajya Sabha Chairperson does not have the power to suspend a member.The Rajya Sabha Chair
can only suspend a member through a motion.

Rule 255 dictates —The Chairman may order the immediate withdrawal of any member whose
behavior he deems to be seriously unruly. Any member who receives such an order to withdraw must
comply immediately and abstain from the remainder of the meeting.

128.D

Attorney General is the highest law officer in the country. The Attorney General (AG) is appointed by
the President. He must be a person who is qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme Court.The
remuneration of the AG is not fixed by the Constitution. He receives such remuneration as the
President may determine.

He has the right to speak and to take part in the proceedings of both the Houses of Parliament or
their joint sitting and any committee of the Parliament of which he may be named a member but
without a right to vote.

129. A

Article 262 of the Constitution provides for the adjudication of inter-state water disputes. It makes two
provisions:

1. Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to the
use, distribution and control of waters of any inter-state river and river valley.

2. Parliament may also provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to exercise
jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint.

Under this provision, the Parliament has enacted two laws: (a) the River Boards Act (1956) and (b)
the Inter- State Water Disputes Act (1956).

The Inter-State Water Disputes Act empowers the Central government to set up an ad hoc tribunal
for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more states in relation to the waters of an inter-state
river or river valley.

The decision of the tribunal would be final and binding on the parties to the dispute.

Neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to have jurisdiction in respect of any water dispute
which may be referred to such a tribunal under this Act.

130.B
Finance Commission

The Finance Commission in India is constituted by the President under article 280 of the
Constitution.lt is constituted at the end of every fifth year or earlier, as deemed necessary by the
President.Parliament may, by law, determine the requisite qualifications for appointment as members
of the Commission and the procedure for their selection. On account of this, The Finance Commission
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1951, was passed.

It is the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to:
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e The distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to
be, or may be, divided between them and the allocation between the States of the respective
shares of such proceeds;

e The principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the
Consolidated Fund of India;

e The measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the
resources of the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State onthe basis of
the recommendations made by the Finance Commission of the State;

e any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound finance.

Composition: It consists of a Chairman and four other members appointed by the President.

Tenure of members: Every member will be in office for the time period as specified in the order of the
President and is eligible for reappointment.

The recommendations of the Finance Commission are not binding on the government.

Dr Arvind Panagariya, former Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog, and Professor, Columbia University will be
the Chairman.

131.A

Citizenship signifies the relationship between individual and state. It is listed in the Union List under
the Constitution and thus is under the exclusive jurisdiction of Parliament.

The Constitution does not define the term ‘citizen ’but details of various categories of persons who
are entitled to citizenship are given in Part 2 (Articles 5 to 11.

In India, the concept of single citizenship is adopted from the British constitution that is from the
United Kingdom. In India, only single citizenship is available to citizens. One cannot be a citizen of
the state as well. This helps in increasing the feeling of nationality and encourages patriotism as it
forges unity amidst regional and cultural differences. It also encourages fundamental rights such as
the freedom of movement and residence in any part of the nation.

132.C

According to Article 200, when a bill passed by both the Houses of the State Legislature is presented
before the Governor, the Governor can reserve the bill for the consideration of the President in
addition to giving or withholding his assent to it. According to Article 201, when a Bill is reserved by
the Governor for the consideration of the President, the President shall declare whether he assents
to the Bill or withholds the assent.

133. A
42nd Amendment 1976:
To secure opportunities for healthy development of children (Article 39)
e To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor (Article 39 A)
e To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries
e (Article 43 A)
e To secure opportunities for healthy development of children (Article 39)To protect and
improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wild life (Article 48 A).
44th Amendment 1978:
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The State shall, in particular, strive to minimize the inequalities in income, and endeavour to eliminate
inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not only amongst individuals but also amongst
groups of people residing in different areas or engaged in different vocations (Article 38(2))

97th Amendment 2011:

The State shall endeavour to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic
control and professional management of co-operative societies. (Article 43-B)

86th Amendment 2002:

he State shall endeavour to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they
complete the age of six years. (The subject of article 45 changed)

134.C

The Government of India accepted Fazl Ali recommendations with certain minor modifications. By the
States Reorganisation Act (1956) and the 7th Constitutional Amendment Act (1956), the distinction
between Part-A and Part-B states was done away with and Part-C states were abolished. Some of
them were merged with adjacent states and some other were designated as union territories. As a
result, 14 states and 6 union territories were created on November 1, 1956.

135. A

As per the Constitution Parliament has the final power of providing the composition of state legislative
council.

The total members in the legislative council of a state shall not exceed one third of the total number
of the members in the legislative Assembly of that state and the total number of members in the
legislative council of a state shall in no case be less than 40.

One sixth are nominated by the Governor from persons having knowledge or practical experience in
fields such as literature, science, arts, the cooperative movement and social services. The Governor’s
nomination to council cannot be challenged in court of law.

136. A

The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

Where As The High Court can issue writs not only for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights but
also for any other purposes.Thus, the writ jurisdiction of the High Court is broader than that of the
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court can issue writs against a person or government throughout the territory of
India.The High Court can issue writs against a person residing or against a government or authority
located within its territorial jurisdiction only or outside its territorial jurisdiction only if the cause of
action arises within its territorial jurisdiction. Thus, the territorial jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to
issue writs is wider than that of a High Court.

A remedy under Article 32 is in itself a Fundamental Right and hence Supreme Court cannot refuse
to exercise its writ jurisdiction.A remedy under Article 226 is discretionary, and hence a High Court
may refuse to exercise its writ jurisdiction.

In the Chandra Kumar case (1997), the Supreme Court ruled that the writ jurisdiction of both the high
court and the Supreme Court constitute a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. Hence, it
cannot be ousted or excluded even by way of an amendment to the Constitution

137. A

The preamble of the Indian Constitution-
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN
SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens:

¢ JUSTICE, social, economic, and political;

e LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship;

e EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all.

e FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation.

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

Preamble reveals the source of authority of the constitution which is "the authority from the people of
India".

138. A

Article 44 of the Constitution lays down that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code
for the citizens throughout the territory of India.

Currently, different laws regulate these aspects for adherents of different religions and a Uniform Civil
Code is meant to do away with these inconsistent personal laws.

Goa is the only state in the country that has a UCC. But the Goa Civil Code was given by the
Portuguese in 1867

The Uttarakhand government recently introduced the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 2024 Bill in the
Assembly, proposing significant changes in marriage, divorce, and succession laws. This has sparked
a renewed debate on the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India.

139.C

In Waman Rao vs Union of India case, 1981, the Supreme Court adhered to the doctrine of the ‘basic
structure ’and also further clarified that it would apply to constitutional amendments enacted after
April 24, 1973.

140. B

The Constitution of India under Article 148 provides for the office of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India. He controls the financial system of both at the centre and state levels that is
why it is known as Guardian of Public Purse.

CAG conducts various types of Audits such as legal and regulatory audit which is obligatory on the
CAG whereas propriety audit is discretionary. Under Propriety audit CAG can look into wisdom,
faithfulness and economy of the government expenditure. The observations arising from the audit of
the Ministries are included in separate Reports.

The role of CAG in auditing public corporations falls into the following three categories

e Some corporations like Air India, Oil and Natural Gas are audit totally and directly by CAG.

e Some corporations like Central Warehousing are audited by Private firms and CAG can conduct
the supplementary audit.

e Some corporations like the State Bank of India are totally subjected to private audit. CAG does not
audit accounts of State Cooperative societies. The state legislatures may make provisions for the
auditing of accounts of cooperative societies. Every cooperative shall be audited by an auditor
appointed by the general body of the cooperative society.

141.C
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All-India services are those services which are common to both Central and state governments. The
members of these services occupy top positions (or key posts) under both the Centre and the states
and serve them by turns.

The Parliament can create new all-India services (including an all-India judicial service) under article
312 if the Rajya Sabha (not Lok Sabha) passes a resolution declaring that it is necessary or expedient
in the national interest to do so. Such a resolution in theRajyaSabha should be supported by two-
thirds of the members present and voting. This power of recommendation i s given to the Rajya Sabha
to protect the interests of states in the Indian federal system.

The all-India services are controlled jointly by the Central and state governments. The ultimate control
lies with the Central government while the immediate control is invested in the state governments.
Any disciplinary action (imposition of penalties) against these officer can only be taken by the Central
government.

According to Article 310, members of the defence services, the civil services of the Centre and the
all-India services or persons holding military posts or civil posts under the Centre hold office during
the pleasure of the president.

142.C

Even much before the enactment of the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act (2013) itself, many states had
already set up the institution of Lokayuktas.

It must be noted here that the institution of Lokayukta was first established in Maharashtra in
1971.Although Odisha had passed the Act in this regard in 1970, it came into force only in 1983.

143.D
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)

The election commission recently responded to the law panel by stating that the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) is necessary and a not a disruption to the current ongoing policies and
programmes.The MCC is a code containing some general precepts for model behaviour during
elections conducted by Election Commission (EC).

It has 8 chapters, with one dedicated to what the party in power can and cannot do once elections
are announced by the EC.

The code’s purpose, emphasising it only prohibits new projects, programmes, financial grants or
promises that could influence the electorate in favour of the ruling party.

The MCC restrictions are solely applicable to states undergoing elections.
It forbids use of official machinery and personnel for the political gains of the party in power.

MCC evolved as part of the ECI’s drive to ensure free and fair elections, and was the result of a
consensus among major political parties.

It has no statutory backing. Simply put, this means anybody breaching the MCC can’t be proceeded
against under any clause of the Code. Everything is voluntary.

MCC was first introduced in the state assembly elections in Kerala in 1960.

144.B

The Committee on Estimates, constituted for the first time in 1950, is a Parliamentary Committee
consisting of 30 members, elected every year by the Lok Sabha from amongst its Members. The
Chairperson of the Committee is appointed by the Speaker from amongst its members. A Minister
cannot be elected as a member of the Committee and if a member after selection to the Committee
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is appointed a Minister, the member ceases to be a Member of the Committee from the date of such
appointment.

145. A

The power to create new districts or alter or abolish existing districts rests with the State governments.
This can either be done through an executive order or by passing a law in the State Assembly. Many
States prefer the executive route by simply issuing a natification in the official gazette.

Executive instructions have been issued by the Union to all State Governments regarding the
procedure to be adopted for renaming villages/ towns/ cities etc. These are also applicable for
renaming of a Railway Station. The proposals for renaming a town/ city/ village/ railway station are to
be submitted by the State Governments to the Central Government for approval. Though the Central
Government accords approval, Gazette Notification giving effect to the change is issued by the State
Government concerned. The Home Ministry is the ministry concerned in this respect.

The renaming of states is governed by Article 3 of the Constitution of India. The Article empowers the
Parliament to alter the name of any State by law. The renaming requires Parliamentary approval
under Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution, and the President has to refer the same to the relevant state
legislature for its views. Thus, states have no unilateral power to change the name of their states and
require prior parliamentary approval for the same.

146. A

A State Public Service Commission consists of a chairman and other members appointed by the
governor of the state. The Constitution does not specify the strength of the Commission but has left
the matter to the discretion of the Governor. Further, no qualifications are prescribed for the
commission’s membership except that one-half of the members of the commission should be such
persons who have held office for at least ten years either under the government of India or under the
Government of a state.

The Constitution also authorises the governor to determine the conditions of service of the chairman
and members of the Commission.The chairman and members of the Commission hold office for a
term of six years or until they attain the age of 62 years, whichever is earlier (in the case of UPSC,
the age limit is 65 years). However, they can relinquish their offices at any time by addressing their
resignation to the governor.

The president can also remove the chairman or any other member of SPSC for misbehaviour.
However, in this case, the president has to refer the matter to the Supreme Court for an enquiry. If
the Supreme Court, after the enquiry, upholds the cause of removal and advises so, the president
can remove the chairman or a member.

Under the provisions of the Constitution, the advise tendered by the Supreme Court in this regard is
binding on the president. However, during the course of enquiry by the Supreme Court, the governor
can suspend the concerned chairman or member, pending the final removal order of the president on
receipt of the report of the Supreme Court.

147. A

Federalism refers to a system of government in which power is divided between a central authority
and various constituent units, such as states or provinces. In India, the constitution divides powers
and responsibilities between the central government and the state governments. The division of
powers is further enhanced by a third tier of government, the local self-government.

Dual citizenship is not an essential feature of a federal polity. In some federal countries like India,
there is single citizenship. Essential features of a federal polity:
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¢ Written constitution

¢ Rigid constitution

e Supremacy of Constitution

¢ Independent judiciary

e Bicameral legislature

e Division of powers between the national and regional governments.

148.C

Fundamental Duties are non-justiciable in nature as there is no legal sanction against their violation.
Moreover, the constitution does not provide for their direct enforcement by the courts. However,
Parliament is free to enforce them by suitable legislation.

Directive Principles of State Policy are also non-justiciable in nature. They are not legally enforceable
by the courts for their violation. This means that the government cannot be compelled to implement
them. However, Article 37 says that these principles are fundamental in the governance of the country
and the State shall apply these while making laws.

Fundamental Rights are justiciable and the aggrieved person can move to the courts for the violation
of his/her rights. They are defended by Supreme Court and the aggrieved person can move directly
to Supreme Court.

149.C

e A bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses (whether originating in the Lok Sabha or transmitted to it
by the Rajya Sabha).

e A bill passed by the Lok Sabha but pending in the Rajya Sabha lapses.

e A bill not passed by the two Houses due to disagreement and if the president has notified the
holding of a joint sitting before the dissolution of Lok Sabha, does not lapse.

e A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok Sabha does not lapse.

e A bill passed by both Houses but pending assent of the president does not lapse.

e A bill passed by both Houses but returned by the president for reconsideration of Houses does
not lapse.

150. A

The date of election of the Deputy Speaker is fixed by the Speaker. While on the other hand date of
election of the Speaker is fixed by the President.

There is no mandatory provision that the election of a candidate, as Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha,
shall be from either the principal opposition party or the ruling party. It is only by convention that the
position of Deputy Speaker is offered to the opposition party in India.

In case of the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker presides over the sessions of the Lok
Sabha and conducts the business in the house. The Deputy Speaker has the same power as the
Speaker when presiding over the sitting of the House.The Deputy Speaker is also elected by the Lok
Sabha from amongst its members right after the election of the Speaker has taken place. There is no
provision and or established practice of moving the motion for his election by the speaker and it is
seconded by the prime minister.

1. C
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